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The two Propofitions laid down formerly now fully proved to be the Effect of the Treaty 


of Commerce. 


Our Exportations to France {ball now be more than ever. 

Our Importations from France fhall be lefs than ever. 

The Mercator entring now on the farther Advantages of the Treaty of Commerce. 
Particularly the Treaty of Commerce the only way to check and prevent Clandeftine 


Trade. 





HE two Propofitions laid down in the be- 
sinning of this part of the Work, are, we 
think, tully cleard up, (wiz.), That afrer the 
Treaty of Commerce fhall be made Effectual 
by Parliament, | 

1. Our Exportations to France will be more than 
CCT. 

2. Our Importations will be Jefs than ever. 

The Argument might have been fpun out in Iength 
to have made it appear in more Particulars, but there 
is no occafion for it, and therefore to ennumerate the 
silks, —— and other Goods, as was intended, 
feems Recdlefs: The Sum of the Argument lies in this, 
That al] the Duties are to be taken off of our Goods in 
France to the Tariff of 1664, which is but a Trifle; and 
therefore our Exports will be more: On the other fide, 
very high Duties are to remain upom French Goods Im- 
ported here, and that much greater than ever was paid 
before the War; and therefore lefs will be Imported. 

The MERCATOR thall now endeavour to turn 
your Fyes to fome other of the Advantages of the Trea- 
ty of Commerce, and fpeak of it as it refpeéts other 
Branches of our Trade; in all which it fhall appear, 
that the:Intereft of Great Britain has been fully confi- 
dered in all our Treaties both of Peace and Com- 
merce; and particularly this fhall be now fpoken to as 
affedting 





The Trade to Spain, 
The Trade to P&rtugal, 
Our Clandeftine Trade at Home. 

It has been one of the weighty Evidences of the for- 
mer Greatnefs of our French Trade,which our Scheme- 
mikers have produced, ( viz.) That we run Goods on 
Shore from France to the Value of 400,000 |. a Year; 
and this they have the Face to add to their other ex- 


travagant Sums, to make up a great Tota]: When the . 


Fraud of this is detected; they rail, give the Lye, and 
abufe particular Perfons, and then fry they hive An- 
Gvercd. 
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This they find pleafes the People they write to, and 
fo they goon. The MERCATOR takes no Natice 
of them, ncither thinking the Perfons or their Argu- 


‘ments necd any other Anfwer, than to let fober and im- 


partial Men read them. When Men give the Lye, and 
call Names, they require no Anfwer at all; they rather 
want Correction than a Reply; and this is the Reafon, 
why the MERCATOR, from the beginning, has left 
all fuch People to talk to the Wind, and relalviivg to 
enter into no Paper War, or contend with Men, whofe 
Talent is to caft Dirt rather than Arguments, is content 
to let what he fays, and what they fay, fland upon their 
own Feet, and perfeétly unconcern’d together, leave the 
World to judge of the Matter between them both. 

‘7 hat Clandeftine Trade is carried on in all Countries 
where the Cuftoms are high, and the Gain worth the 
Rifque, no Man that underftands Trade will queftion; 
and one of the great and certain Advantages of the 
Treaty of Commerce with France is, that it is the beft 
and readieft Method yet found out,to puta flop to that 
Mifchief, = 

But nothing, except the Face,with which thefeé Men 
write, can pretend,that the Clandeftine Trade in French 
Goods was of any Magnitude worth naming before the 
War. How it was poflible a Writer could publifh that 
we Imported 400,0c0}. a Year by Clandeftine Trade in 
the Year 1685 from France, nothing can account for 
but his Ignorance, which indeed he did well to acknow- 
Je lge: and thofe,who Impoted fo much upon him, ought 
to make his Reputation amends for it by an Acknow- 
ledgment. 

To fay they did not mean there was fo much Impor- 
ted at that time, bur that it is fo now, will nor do, 
becaufe he has caft it up with the foot of the Year 
168 5S. 

Let thefe Men tell the World,what thefe Goods were, 
or could be, of which fach a vaft Sum was clandeftinely 
Imported: Brandy or Wine it could net be, as was hin- 
Was it worth any Man’s while to Run 

Brandy 
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7A Brandy, when the Duty was but 7s. 6d. per Hogfhead ; 
“\fAd br Claret, when the Duty was bur 35 s. a Hogthead ? 
Spc ~tSpW ould any but Men,as much out of their Wits, as 


FIROV SA 
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Hhefe are, that fay fo, run the Rifque of the Goods to 


5" fave fuch a Trifle? Or if there were fome fuch mad_Ad- 


venturers, is it likely they fhould be many, and fhould 
do it to any great Stim ? 


Silk is the next thing, and this was the fame thing . 


in effect: The Duties upon Wrought Silks came to 
about 3s. a pound weight, indeed not fo mnch; and 
this pound weight was fuppofed by thefe Men to be 
worth 50s. But as we fay 40s. fuppofe the laft, it is 
fill an unequal Rifque, to hazard qos. for faving 3s. 

There was nothing Prohibited which could bear any 
proportion to fuch a Sum; all the Prohibited Goods, 
that were at that time brought from France, was Bone- 
Lace, Jaflemin Gloves, and playing Cards ; the firft of 
thefe were brought into fome confiderable Valuc, but 
then where One Pound Value came fiom France, Ten 
Pound came from Flanders; and all the Goods,that were 

wa ; 
Run ina Year from France in thofe Days, according 
to the Eftimation of very good Merchants, could not 
amount to Ten thoufand Pounds, but thefe Men are 
rot afhamed to call it Four hundred thoufand Pounds; 
a certain Evidenceywhat Helps their Cafe flands in need 
of, and how ufeful it was to them to makea loud 
Sound, tho’ indeed, upon examination, it appears to be 
a great Noife about Nothing. 

As to the Clandeftine Trade, that is now carried 
on, by which indeed the fair Merchants are ruined, 
and the Trade made a National Grievance, this is too 
well known for any one to Difpute: Now let thefe 
Merchants, if they will be Patriots, if they will be 
Friends to Trade, and Reftorers to Commerce, tell us 
fome way, how they will] put a ftop to it. 

The Diftillers are as good Judges of, and as great 
Sufferers by the eafie Importation of Brandy, as any 


Men can be fuppofed to be: If Brandy fhould come 


in again as low as it ufed to do, the Dittilling of Male 
Spirits, to the great and irreparable Lofs of the whole 
Nation, muft fink and be loft. 


But let the Diftillers then be asked, Why did they & 


endeavour aft Parliament at having the Duties on 
French Brandy reduced? Can it be thonzht, they de- 
fire the French Brandy fhould come in? no, nothing 
lef: But they fee plainly, while the Dury is fo high, 
the whole Coaft of Britain is employed in Running it 
on Shore, andthe Country thereby fupplied wich vatt 
Quantities, which pay no Duty at all, and thefe Sell fo 
Cheap, as ruines the Dittilling of Malt Spirits more 
by far, than a tree Importation at a moderate Duty 
would do, becaufe when it might be Iinported at a 
moderate Cuftom, the Rifque of Running it would be 
as great as before ; but neither the Gain by the Cufloms 
be fo great, or the Price to be Sold for fo high, whea 
they had it on Shore. 

For this Reafon the Diftillers were clear in it, 
that it was better tor their Trade that the Brandy 
fhould come in at a reafonable moderate Duty, that 
the height of the Cuftoms might not be fo great a 
Motive to the Clandeftine Importation, and encourage 
fo much the Running it on fhore. 

J here are many Reafons to juftifie this Opinion of 
the Diftillers, but none more Cogent than this, that 
the great Quantity of Brandy, which is now Run on 
thore, paying no Dury at all, does them more harm than 
an open Trade would do; when a moderate Duty being 


“paid, all,that was Imported,fhould be fairly Ented. 


It was unanfwerably plain, that if the Duties were 
low, it would not be fo much worth while to run the 





hazard. They couid not afford to ourbid the Queen js; 
bribing her Officers, or to pay che Country People to 
weil for helping and concealing it: They could not at: 
ford then to carry it a Hundred Miles by Land-Carriaxe, 


as they do now; the Market Price would not pay for 
it. Thefe, and the like Reafons convinced the Difiillers ; 
and therefore they were almoft unanimoufly of Opinion, 
that this was the way to preferve their Trade. 

This the Treaty of Comnierce has effeAually done, 
and is by this the beft Step that could be taken, tor 
preferving the fair Merchant, preventing and diftcura- 
ging Clandeftine Trade, and fettling the French Trade to 
the general Advantage. | 

For, by this Treaty, enough of the Duty on Brandies 
is taken off, to prevent and difcourage that extrava- 
gant Running of Bsandy, which is fo detrimental to 
the Britith Trade ; and yct enough of the Duties are 
left on,to give the Advantage to the Diftillers, and 
preferve the Confumption of our Mal: Spirits in the 
Nation. | 

So that the Bill of Commerce is the beft, if not the 
only Medium,that has been yet, or perhaps can be 
found our, to be an effectual Check to the Clandeftine 
Trade,which is fo much carried on at this time, and 
which is fo deftruéctive to the fair Merchant, and othe: 
honeft Traders of this Kingdom. 





From the Custom-HouseE. 
November 20, 21. 


1500 Pieces Glafs Wares 
43441. Cotton Wooll 


4083 I Cotton Yarn zs 
25 38 ; ~. 
“a 6 Tonof Block Tin’ 
~/ 2000 |. Shellack ay 
12 Quarter of Wheat ‘ 7 


52 Fodder of Lead 
20 C. Fuftic 


Silver Exported in Bullion in one Mont), 
from O&ober 23. to November 23. 


To Turkey 37859 oz. 
To Holiand 48616 oz. 
More to Holland in our laft 37000 oz. 


. In all 123425 Ounces gf Silv& 
Exported in one Month, whereof 
85616 Ounces to Holland. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


BOOKS printed tor John Morphew, near Stationers Hall. 


*.* The Four Volumes of Memoirs from the New 
Atalantis, in 8%. Four Parts, andan Appendix, of JOHN BULL, 
publi‘t’d by the Author of the faid New Atalantis. The Conduct 
of the Allies, the 7th Edition. Remarks on the Barrier-Treety, 
the 2d Edition, by the Author of the Con2ué of the Allies, The 
Examiners for the Year 1710-11, in one Vol. in 129. Memous 
of Count Tariff, by which che whole Secret Hiftory of the Refu- 
fing the Late Treaty of Commerce is laid open, xc. Thelmpor- 
tance of the Guardian confider’d, in a Second Letter to the Bailiff 
of Stockbridge : By a Friend to Mr St le. Part of the 7th 
Epiltle of the firft Book of Horace imitated, and Addrefs’d tea 
Noble Peer ; the 2d Edition. 
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